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Septemben 17, 1981

Dearr Commissioner Paul:

Since the Count's decision of August 7th, there have been racially
motivated attacks against Black 5£/Leﬂxighte/w in §inehouses across this
City. 1§ the Leadernship of our officers in the firehouses had been more
effective, these probLems would have never occurred.

I am extremely concermed about the racial problems which exist and
its effect upon working conditions within Zhe finehouses. As you know,
finefighting 48 a teamwork effort and L8 usually pmﬁonmed under the most
hazandous of environments. You well know that a man's personality can
be altered under these conditions. When placed in this environment, the
catalyst for violLence can be created. When the elements of firefighting
and racial hatred are mixed together, there can be only one end /LuuLt
that being an explLosion.

Hopefully, you can do something %o neuthalize the crisis situation

which has developed within the firchouses. 1 feek that an Onder, gnom you,

2o all Chiefs and Officens in the firnehouses indicating that you will not
tolerate any disruptive behavior by the men would be a §irnst step towards
nemedying the. problem, Second&y, I would Like to suggest that you seriously
consider the need to bring in expert personnel who could perform racial
harmony sessions forn officens and privates.

We understand fully the feelings of our White brothers concerning the
decision 06 1975, and mone 80 since the Cournt's necent decision. 1t stiLL
céze/sh/tno/t give an j member of the department the night to harass Black fire-

ghterns

Because a volatile situation now exists, Let's snuff out the §ine,
before we have an explosion. 1 would Like £o sit down with you, at your
ealiest convenience, Lo discuss this serious situation at hand.

Sincerely youns,

Robert Powell, President

/np Sl
CC: Judy Bernstien, 294 Washington St., Bositon
PolLice Commissioner Jondan
Justice Dept. Community Relations ’
Ez%%n Commission/Frank Jones ‘



